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you with any _ of 3 remain neuter 
en this Oces led —ru-＋ TEU | 
and this is one of the moſt ES Opportunities the 
_ generality of you will ever find of knowing your ſelves, as 

Sa a8 0 n e e e 1 anner o er of Spirit 
you: arc of. 98 N "> BR D N ern SN LILY 


FORE the 5 — Mode Nr 


Yau. to ego. Lovg-of. Com- 
| 0 RR ang th 50 Be 1 the 5 + an 
ON e Sen, muſt have been one of the moſt Prbrailfg, ; 


Part of. might haue followed your ſeveral 


- God 
Trades without paying any of thoſe Fines and Taxes, or 


- Undergoing thoſe. Offices, to which you have ſubject- 
ed yourſelves by your admiſfion—— and even theſe, who 
have no Liberty of Trade, but under your Protection, and 
by your Permiſſion, might have found the Fines of Quar- 

teridge leſs burthenſome than the Charges of their Admiſ- 

ſion, and the Troubles or Fines 8 5. Theſe Mo- 
tives are truly laudable, .as they Founded on the true 
Principles of Liberty; which *. 4 U . 4 every Individu- 

A al's having fo much Power, au i U 

© and Preſervation of the: whole. 
You are now divided into 155 

ſet up the arbitrary Will and r vention 
gainſt the Authority of the v Hole ——1 ther wou'd re- 
tain in, or reſtore to the Body What Powers the Churtets 


"RES 3 


and Conſtitution have given them. To one of theſe Sides 
each of you muſt arcs „ and as you determine yourſelves in_. 
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C Firſt Letter to the Commons 1743 p. 4. 
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your Council a- 


- 


of 


| (3 
this, you give hs moſt authentic Proof of the \Piincigle by | 
which you are actuated and ruled. 
Give me 1 then to place this rant ina fair Tg- th 5 
examine into the Pretenſions of each Party, that 25 55 ray 
be. les to judge which of them it b your 1. ntereft MN 
to ſupport: nt : 8 
Your Council is cope fed of ye your Maſter and Warn, 
« Lord Mayorand 24 Aldermen, ale Pets, 4 Maſ- ' 
ters, and 23 denn Peers, and 31 Meitihers kate not 
ſerved theſe Offices in the Corgan n of in the City, an 
who are 2 by the Maſter and Wardens alone; Ti 
Council pretend that they have the it 50 a nd rho Y 
turm of 8 9 5 for the Offices of! and Wardens, 
and that the Corporation are obliged to nds out of that 
Return -— they claini the Inſpection, Ap robatian, or Re- 
jection, in the rt Inſtance, & whatever! etitions are Pre- 
ſented to the Aﬀembly, they pretend to the Right of 
of Members to ſerve in the Common Council for the 'C6t- 
potation —of electing and filling of Offices during the In. 
_— of the Quarer Aſſemblys. 2 
Let us ſuppole, for Argument gakke, that theſe Protent 
ons are well grounded—thar from an aninterrapted Ufa ge 
for fuch a Time as the Law requires to make it binding ar 
| valid, theſe Ripints and Powers would. be confirmed to thern 
by the Court of King's Bench. In this. Caſe you N or 
not Members of this 7 Counchwko have tio Spare in 
Appointment of it — who cannot becbme Membets ef i 
but by the Nomination of the Maſters and Wardens, of by 
. undergoing Offices, which have no Relation to the Corpo- 
ration--Y ou, in this Caſe, cou'd not be ſaid to be free. 
Laws of the Land might declare that you are under Sb. i 
jection, but Law cannot work a Contradiction, it cannot 
25 ou ſubject to the few, and yet leave yourLiberties en- 
his then muſt be Evident, that thoſe who ſice with 
8 Counelf who deſire to eſtabliſh theſe Powers in thetn. 
are Enemies to your Liberties, that they are a Fact an act- 
95 12 on no one Principle of + Party or any notion of Public | 
but to preſer de and ſhare che ſpoil amongthemſelves, 
pily for _ who are of the P: of Liberty rty, the Laws 
* 9020 untry, as well as thoſe of! eaſon, are on our Side. 
Our Riphits'and Privileges Io, mean ſuch excluſive ones, 
a diſtingul us from the relf of che Citizens) were 5 
granted to us by Heury Gin the 29 Year of his Reig | 
N us. Nu 9 of gde te ad N 17 440% Ns 
e f by Her, 
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1 the Alder men and e 


: tak 


W 225 — Re? and to 6 20 and 8 | 
Year other Maſters and Wardens from Year to Year, and from 
Time to Time, as Occaſion ſpall require ; and alſo thoſe out of 
ſaid Offices to remove and diſcharge, and certain others in their 


Place and Name of the Brethren gforeſaid (as to them ſhall be 


beſt pleat ng) Hall put, ſubſtitute and appoint. 

. Here is no mention of Council, the Powers were to all 
the Brethren and to their Succeſſors. The Council was firſt 
inſtituted in the Year 1657. and from LL to Wr ** 
ter' d, changed and reviewed. 5 


| The Order for 5 Inſtitution of the l in 13577 3 is in 


theſe Words. 8 December 15, 1573. 
1 Pitition erred b certain 0 the Brethern, praying 
there might z ele choſin 225 the Brethren of this 
Guild te act in the, Intervals of Aſſembly, for that their Cor- 
poration is grown very numergus, it wou'd be inconvenient and 
Sroubleſome they ſhau'd be all warned to appear upon every Oc- 
caſion, it is therefore o 7 the Maſters and Wardens, all 
ers, fo many as are free 2.5 this 
Guild, and 40 more to be. 735 en by the Maſters and ardens 
out of the Brethren FA this Guild be, and are hereby 21 . 
to be the Council of this Guild ' for the enſuing Year, nine ſhall 
tea "Bhorum, One Maſter one Warden to be always two, and 
the ſaid Council are Authorizd to aft inthe. Intervals 74 ; 
Quarter Aſemblys what they Judge neceſſary for the Pro 


and avail of this Guild. 


= 1674 the ſame Council Was wo the Aſſembly continu- 
cd—In 1676 another was appointed by the Aſſembly— The 
16 October 1605 the following Order was made. Upon 
Petition of certain of the Brethren: this preſent. Michaelmas 
Quarter Aſſembly, ſetting ' forth that many of the Council of © 


this Guild are dead and ſome removed out of this City and 


Kingdom, it was therefare humbly prayed, that a new Coun- 
cal might be appointed, and likewiſe new Auditors of the Ae: 
compts of the Guild. be Premiſes being taken into Confide; 


vation, it is ordered that the Ma Hert, Wardens, and the 


old Council of the Houſe, ſhall nominate ſuch of. this Guild as 
hey Gall think fit. to be of the new Council, and Auditor of 1 
the Accoynts of the Guild, and according ly the Perſons wh | 
Names enſue, or any five of them, one Maſter and one Mar. 
Len to be always two, to.be 0 f the Counct F this Houſe, an 
ery feven 72 1 , 0 one eſe and one WW arden to be always. 
: : Favs , 
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two, 0 be F the Auditors of the Aecompts of this Guilu - the 

This Council was continued, or like ones made with very 
little Alterations from Year to Year, except 1689, (in 

which there is no Account of any Election of Maſter, War- 

dens or Couneil) untill the Year 1712, at which Time it 

was ordered that the Council and Auditors ſhould be named 

by the Maſters and Wardens And fince that Time there 

has been every Michaumas Aſſembly an Order, that the 

Council and Auditors for the Year ſhould be named by the 


Maſter and Wardens. © 5 „ 
T believe that it will appear from the Examination o - 


theſe By-Laws, that the Council cannot, from them, de- 
rive any legal Authority for their Pretenſionsss. 
This failing, they have Recourſe to another Plea, viz. 
Cuſtom and Uſage of this they have no Record higher 
than the Year 1717 nor have any for the Vears 1720, 
21 and 22. So that the Proof of this Uſage depends an 
the Memory of them, who will give it on their Oaths, that 
they never did conceive that the Cuſtom was otherwiſee. 
But were this Cuſtom proved from the Teftimony of 
the oldeſt Man living, it would prove no more than that 
the Council had Time out of Mind recommended proper 
1 Perſons to the Corporation, that they had done this in the 
. moſt unexceptionable Manner by barely recommending and 
ſupporting their recommendation by their Intereſt but 
it can never make us conclude that they ever inſiſted on a | 
Right to confine the Election to the Perſons they return- 
ed.—— The Merchants in London do generally nominate _ 
ſome of their Body as Perſons proper to repreſent them in : | 
Parliament; but tho this recommendation has ſeldom or ne- A 
ver fait d of ſucceſs, it never was pretended that it ever lad 
the Livery under any obligation, beſides that of Voting for 
thoſe, whoſe Merits and Qualifications were acknowledged 
by thoſe who were the beſt Judges of them. N 
Such Uſage and Cuſtom as this, on which our Council 
found their Pretenſions, has indeed been adjudged to have 
the force of Law.— Thus was it determined, by the Judges 
and by the Privy Council of Ireland, that | the Lord-Mayor © 8 
has d Right to put three in nomination according to the Int. | 
ent Uſage of the City, and that the Lord. Mayor and Alder- 
men are-obliged to Elect one of the Aldermen fo nominated, 
but the Houſe of Commons” reſolved that the * Aldermen 
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again reſpited on the Quarter Aſſem 5 
A_— that it was afterwards reſuſ- 


ws 


2 are in 10 r refirainad i in the choice of Lord-Mayar to one 


of the three Perſons nominated or propoſed to. bs put in Ede 
tion for Lord-{ayor, and that. Mo. eue ee 5 
arbitrary end illegal. 

Wie mag further obſerve thats untl this preſent Ben . 


| | | Council did never take on them to make a return for a ſeni-. 
or Maſter, much leſs to make a return of Perſons whe had 


already ſerved that Office. 
The Election of Senior Maſter 3 We Glo on the 
Perſon who had ſerved as Junior Maſter the Year preced- 


ing, and tho' this Cuſtom has never been bralzen through, 


yet it is not one of thoſe Cuſtoms and Uſages which the 
Brethren are ſworn to keep... For the Queſtion is always 
put, whether the Houſe de willing that Mr. naming 
him who bad ſerved Junior Maſter) hall ſerve as Maſter 
Accountant, aid it hes been always ene ben u 


"On has 3 Right to approve or reject him. 


There ſeems to be a good, Reaſon for this diforence fe 
tween the Election of a Senior and a Junior Maſter. 
The merit of ene, who has already ſerved av Maſter- 

is ſuppoſed to be well Known, and he ſtands not in need of 


a Recommendation, which is not -· the Caſe of new Men, 


or thoſe who. ae Hay of per of making. them- 


_ ſelves known: 


But if che protenſions « the e we E- 
lection of Maſters and Wardens to the returns they are pleaſ- 
ed to make be 11 grounded We ſhall find that they have 
no better Foundation for the other Powers, which th 


would impoſe on us as their Rights. True it is, that in the 
Pear 1743 a motion was reſpited on the Election Day, un- 


der pretext that the Corporation met for the Election, int | 
gou'd not de any other buſineſs, —— that this motion was 
mex ly, until the Maſters 


and Wardens were ſworn—— 
ed after the new, Officers bad taken their Seats, becauſe it 
had. not appeared. before the Council the Madugſchi prere- 
ding. But this Entry made-without: Order of the Houſa - 

will not he conſtrued a Byr- Law, ant it is well .remena+ 
bred, that the ſame Gentlemanz who! from hip: c onſtant ad- 
herence te che Cauſs of Liberty, has been in that and o 
ther Entries teptefented as a Wranglen, did in Chrifmas 
Aſſembly 173 8 Sauſe a Petition to be read and paſſes the 


Aſſembly, Mh the Council had arbitrarily. refuſed: to 


read on the #/edneſday preceding. And it is remarkable, 
that in us 4 0 5 Merning the- Rights 2 and. 2 75 


„ 
of che Council; we had the fame Arguments andthe fame 
Opponents on both Sides, that we had in the like Waeftion 
an our laſt Election Day, And at both Times with che 
fame ſucceſs t6- the Cauſe. of Liberty, or in other Words | - 
to the Powers and Rights of the Aﬀembly; © 
On what other Foundation, beſides the Wümme Inds: 
lends and negle@ of your Predeceffors, the Council Rave 
taken on them to make Returns to the Lord Mayer of 
Numbers for the Common - Council, would punnde 4 
Body to find out; the only Order for that purpoſe is 
the ch of New. 1612, in hie a Committee wa 
ad, ta El à double: Number out of th. Brethven of this 
Guild, aud 1b Preſentad tho rqih Inſtant, to the A 
2 the en, rings er e to by en of by 


apr rs Domirines: appointed for chat: one DleRions 
7 no Mention or Order made how: it was to be done for 
the future 3 but our Councils: have taken upon them 
ever lance ta be: that Conmittet and the whole Corporation. 
We muſt-obferve here that the Aldermen and Sberriffs 
e make up neat᷑ one half of mis Committee; and as the 
former have afterwards the Election from the double Re- 
turn made to them by themſelves and their Creatures, 
they have in reality the Klecting and Nominating of the 
a 31 Numbers for the Guild, br went Recorite ndatiod | 
: or Return from the Body. ns ten 2 
As to thei Council's coRing Officers) in the ieervalz * | 
the Aferbly;;thereare ſome inſtandes of it; und the Aﬀſem- 8 
bly has uſually Confirmed ſaill Elections; this ſeems to 
throw fome light un [their pretehfions for returning Maſters 
and. Wardens] which Nsturm like other Etedhrons, way 
to be Approved of, os Rejected by the Body. 1 5 
After ally the Council da not pretend to be any more than e 
5 aorual Offears 4 10 ens to ee dl one but CP 


; 3 er. who are Gefeller 2 3 
_ kiaproper Guardia of yoarRights and Liberties. | 
if theſe Facts be fairly Stated, if our Reaforines bn them 
| be Jaſt, vrkat ae we to think of the Conduct and Principles 
of. 5 with Violence prevented the Offi- 


| cath ; 6 ag be | ing Sworn on the Day ae dy our 
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| Arbitrary power in the Corporation, on the pi 


| future, be always Choſen and Elected on the; fir/t 
after Michaeimas ? Did they not break thro? all the Laws 
Of Decency and Order, with indecent Riot, Noiſe and Vi- 


| the great "TOs. SEALs 2 


EE 
| By-laws !— What Law had the Majority 
this Election? None but the ſuppoſed A Bye fayour 
of tne pretenſions of the Council, which have no Exiſtence 
but in the imaginations of thoſe, who would bring n 


bien hs 6m 


reditary Right and Preſcription but did not the Council : 
party in order to ſupport themſelves, - break thro? the Writ- 
ten and Eſtabliſned By-Law of 17103 ; which Orders, that- 

the. Maſters and Wardens. of this Corporation hal for the 


nday 


olence?—— Did they not preſume to make an Election a- 


mong themſelves without the Aſfiſtanee of the Maſter — 
Have they not ſet up Maſters and Wardens by them elect- 
ed, in oppoſition to thoſe elected and ſworn y the Body? 


— Did they not endeavour to bring che Church in 
the Queſtion, and to divide us s we wer in 1713? --Good 
God !..what would theſe Men hy, Tyranny and 


Arbitrary power in the Sor poration; tho Eam perſuaded 


that moſt of chem abhor Ind diſclaim 2 . — i 
ia Arty 2513 +6 N 2 A 2 N 


not 7 yn de can "AQ: inthe! En” - 
different Principles, than we "Af in che I 0 or ones. of 
Dublin or of, Trinity Guild. in pad . 
am afraid to ſwell this Paper, © or 180 d give 2 Cir- 
cumftantial account of the late Debates and at Guild- 
ball :—1 ſhall {probably do it if the/FaQtion attempt: anfwer+ 
ing what I have now offered to y your ſerious. 
„Let me now End, by Exhorting you who havea Re 
® Libenys, to Unite clofely in Defence of it be Ze | 
but not Violent; — thoſe you are to oppole are your Bre- 
8 — 1 75 to Reclaim them, perſuade them of 
their Errors; ſhew- yourſelves as ready to: orgive, 7 
are ph but dos muſt not for the fake of ” Fete 
make any one. Condeſcenſion which may enten your pre- 
ſent Liberties, and thoſe of e ors, — OO 


ks Ad Zender Brathes” : 
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